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said the Pope told him that he should continue to travel, to 
maintain the closest possible contact with youth, and to “be an 
“example to other priests that our vocation still has great 
relevance." He said the Pope authorized him to be absent from 
Recife up to four times a year, 
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2. A conversation between Dom Helder and the ConGen Political 4 
hiv! Officer on April 19, 1979, tends to give oblique confirmation ! 
‘es Er to this report, at least as far as Dom Helder’s activities in | 
LPO. TY { | ‘Brazil are concerned. : 
pee [ 3. Dom Helder said that, in January, the Pope had received him | 
i graciously and allowed him to read verbatim a report he had pre- | 
i aaa ace a : pared containing his ideas on the need for a worldwide campaign i 
ar aaae ae for "Peace with Justice" to combat poverty and social injustice, | 
i : "the greatest violence of all." He said he told the Pope that | 
ae ole i he received many offers to speak outside of brazil, especially | 
ij... Lt} | from universities and youth=connected organizations, and that ! 
wien — he felt he had a message to offer. llowever, he asked the Pope | 
es —-~ } for direct instructions, "should I return to Brazil and tend. : 
: e a strictly to the affairs of my diocese, or should I travel and 
fn | speak outside the country as the opportunity offers?" Dom Helder 


an SONPEDENEEAD A-22 
: = ( ; 2 





4. Dom Helder evaded a direct question regarding any instructions given by the 
Pope on his relations with the Brazilian regime. However, he did reply to.a 
comment that some members of the Brazilian Catholic clergy found themselves in 
a difficult moral position between their desire to speak out against what they . 
regarded as social injustices and the advisability of avoiding conflict with the 
regime, Dom Helder said, "I have found my solution; I will condemn worldwide 
social injustice outside of Brazil and hope reports of my SEL EVEGS OE abroad 
reach home. ” 


5- Dom Helder said he would depart | on his next foreign tour on May 19 after 
attending the first part of a meeting of the CNBB (National Conference of 
Brazilian Bishops) in Brasilia. He plans to attend a national youth congress 

in Vienna, receive an honorary degree (theology) at the University of ee 
participate in various meetings in France (including Paris and Orleans), 

end his trip by taking part in an eight-day series of ecumenical See 
roundtable discussions in Berlin. (Dom Helder said following his Berlin stay, 

he might or might not be able to return to Brazil by way of the United States 

in order to receive an honorary degree (philosophy) offered by Holy Cross College, } 


6. COMMENT: Although he is the outspoken leader of the progressive wing of the 
Brazilian Church and a harsh critic of social injustice in Brazil and elsewhere, 
Dom Helder has always remained faithful to the theological dictums of the Vatican 
and to his vow of obedience. Therefore, he could be expected to respond positively 
to instructions from the Pope to assume a lower political profile in Brazil if 
such instructions were, in fact, given. His “solution” of speaking out against 


social injustice outside of Brazil may indicate either receipt of such instructions, 


or his realization that he is increasingly denied access to most media in Brazil 
through informal censorship by the regime, or both. His decision to attend only 
part of the CNBB meeting where he has usually led the forces. pushing for more 
militant stands by the Church on social/economic matters, also may indicate a 
measure of at least public withdrawal from controversial activities within Brazil. 
Certainly, in an eo published in the March 26@April 1 issue of the 


Rio de Janeiro weekly © ) Fasquim, Dom Helder seems to have studiously avoided . 
controversy. 


| | It will be recalled that 


avalheira, Rector of the Recife Theologics nstitute, was arrested in Porto 
Alegre late last year in connection with a group of Dominican priests who are 
accused of association with a terrorist organization. Although Cavalheira was 
subsequently released and has now resumed his duties in Recife, such a nomination 
by Dom helder, if made, would indicate that he is not yet reconciled to shying 
away from any and ali controversy while in Brazil and in matters relating to 
Church-State relations. 
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Moreover, some church ‘tenders ore hou eguests of govermmer 
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